
 

 

Mr. DeVol, 
  
Thank you for remembering and reaching out to us; below is a lengthy message 
highlighting the remarkable events that took place in our first Getting Ahead. I had an 
absolute blast facilitating. 
  
The 1st Getting Ahead in Stokes County, NC has come to an end. Our last class was 
Thursday, June 9, 2016. We had a total of seven that attended class regularly, 
unfortunately, one of those seven did not graduate due to a car accident which left her 
with a broken ankle and a need for surgery. 
  
In the beginning, we developed the Mental Model of Poverty, the ladies were certain they 
were in poverty, their discussions were filled with intense disparity and self-doubt. As a 
facilitator, I was quite “taken” by their stories, however, it was through their stories that 
as a facilitator I found their strengths and how to captivate those to guide each of the 
seven to understand their strengths were a viable resource. 
  
Modules 4 and 5 unlocked the door for these ladies; understanding each social class and 
the hidden rules of each class steered a “light bulb” moment for each. Several of the 
Investigators, blurted out these noted phrases: 
  
“Am I really in a class?”  
“Can I have knowledge of all three classes, connect within each and get what I need?”  
“I can teach my children to communicate and identify the hidden rules; I can make them 
stronger emotionally!”  
“I can use this in an upcoming Court date for my Uncle.” 
 
As a facilitator I used hypothetical situations to guide the ladies through practicing use of 
the valuable resources of identifying class/hidden rule situations.  The practice proved 
quite favorable as can be seen in the following  three examples: 
  
Investigator J.C., whose home situation looks similar to Tammy’s Story, sends me a 
picture one June morning, she was dressed in a white dress, high heels, she had cut her 
hair, colored her hair (box color with one of the gift cards she earned) and was standing 
by her car; I texted her, “You look amazing, where are you going?” Her reply, “to 
practice, it’s for REAL.” I sat at my desk and sighed, I had no idea she was attending 
Court for her ailing Uncle, who was in ICU. J. C. shared her experience as she pranced 
into Getting Ahead Class like she had won the lottery.  “I had to attend Court for Uncle 
Dewey; as you all know he is in ICU and has been in trouble with law in the past. Today 
I dressed and prepared to walk in the Courtroom for my Uncle who could not be present.  
I used formal register, “Your Honor may I please approach the Court to make a 
statement on behalf of my Uncle? He is currently in ICU at Baptist. The Judge asked my 
name. I said, “Sir, my name is XXXXXXXXXX, I am my Uncle’s caretaker.” I addressed 



 

 

the Court and the Judge kindly handed me a form for my Uncle’s Doctor and asked for 
my return the next day. I said, “Thank you kindly for hearing me today.”  The Judge 
replied, “Thank you for showing such great respect for my courtroom.” I ran to my car 
screaming victory.  
 
I returned the next day.  As I sat in the courtroom and awaited my turn I watched an 
attorney use circular discourse pattern trying to confuse others. I laughed on the inside. I 
thought to myself, I am as smart as he is.  The Judge asked me to approach.  I 
approached the bench with the form completed. The Judge took the form, asked me a few 
questions and dismissed my Uncle’s case until further notice. I did it! I won and the 
Judge was on my side.  Little does he know five years ago I was convicted of a DWI and 
was disrespectful. I did it! I understand how to make the Judge my friend.” 
  
Next came the power of negotiating, we discussed in depth of using our resource of 
language to negotiate. We discussed debt predators and negotiating out of contracts with 
predators.  We understand that there is power in knowing our problems better than the 
person we are negotiating with for assistance.  
  
Investigator S.D., a recently divorced woman who had been married to a man nearly 30 
years; a family where only the men inherit. S.D. shared how she negotiated with her ex-
husband to sign over a deed to an old house he owned; little did he know S.D. had 
worked with Weatherization to secure A/C and Heat services should he agree which 
would make the home livable.  She is free of mortgage/rent, owns her home, and has 
gained collateral. S.D. is fifty-five years old.  She is working in the school cafeterias, 
recently completed the FASA and plans to attend college in the fall. S.D. said, “This class 
gave me power”. 
  
Investigator D.M., negotiated with her landlord over her rent, she agreed to up keep all 
properties within the mobile home community in the way of lawn services.  The landlord 
agreed to provide the mower, gas and free rent. D.M. went further and added an 
additional $50 per week to her part time employment by negotiating to clean the 
Landlords home each week.  
  
Regina Chappell, Program Director of Yveddi Community Service Block Grant attended 
our graduation, she was “taken” by the investigator’s Where I Am Now, Future Stories.  
Each graduate openly shared with confidence, not the self-doubt as at the beginning.  As 
a facilitator I asked this question, “Are you all in poverty?”  The reply, “No, my finances 
may be strained, but mentally I am rich and stable, I have resources”.  This was a 
defining moment, as Ms. Regina kindly gifted each with a butterfly wind chime and told 
each that they had blossomed. These ladies built quite the friendship and support system. 
  
On Tuesday, June 28, 2016, Yveddi CSBG is presenting Bridges Out of Poverty to an 
array of agencies from four different North Carolina counties. Our Getting Ahead 



 

 

Graduates have agreed to actively participate as experts. As a team of CSBG Success 
Coaches, our Administrative Assistant, and with the great support of our Program 
Director, we have nearly 50 RSVPs confirmed to attend our first presentation of Bridges.  
 
As a Community Action Agency we are committed to continuing Getting Ahead and 
Bridges in our communities; we are bringing agencies together to better understand and 
educate those who are on the front lines. Our mission is to go beyond a Band-Aid and use 
the power of coaching, teaching and bridging to continue to have great stories as we have 
experienced in our first graduating class. 
  
Thank you for a great opportunity and resource. It is my intention to find a sponsor and 
continue with a second Getting Ahead group in September 2016. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Tara Wallace-Boone 
Yveddi CSBG – Stokes County, NC 
  


