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A quarter is an inch wide. Twelve quarters side-by-side equals a foot, which equals $3. Collect 5,280
feet worth of quarters and you cover one mile, which equals $15,840. One little quarter added to
another quarter and another and another, well you get the idea; lots of money can be raised.

Pocono Alliance is launching a new fundraising project starting at the beginning of August and
running through October called Miles of Quarters to "Give Poverty the Boot." The project's proceeds
will help fund the Bridges Out of Poverty program for families.

The first class of the Bridges Out of Poverty program was so successful that legislators in Harrisburg
have asked to have Rep. Rosemary Brown make arrangements for Pocono Alliance to make
presentations to them on how the program is conducted. This is one of the most comprehensive
programs offering training, support, mentoring for the whole family over a two-year period. It is run
by donations.

Devoting a month

All of this brings up the quarters project among others planned to take place in October, which will be
a full month dedicated to Bridges Out of Poverty and the many programs it uses as part of the whole
project. The "quarters" program as well as the others will support the components of the program such
as community trainings, poverty simulations, the Getting Ahead classes and the Pocono Pathways
Mentorship.

Own a small business and want to help? This project is perfect for you. A collection jar provided by
Pocono Alliance can get them closer to the mile of quarters. Have a school group or church group that
supports charity programs and projects? Again, here are more perfect participants. This project is one
that everyone can help with and really make a meaningful contribution to with just a quarter or so
dropped in the jar. How easy is that?

A new fundraiser to be added to the mix is Give Poverty the Boot Thru the Arts, which will be held at
Desaki Restaurant on 6-8 p.m. on Oct. 24. The fun part of the event will be that only a limited number
of $60 per person tickets will be sold and every individual who purchases a ticket will be guaranteed a
piece of artwork.

The artwork, all donated for the event, includes paintings, original prints, sculptures, jewelry, quilts,
performances and show tickets. All types of art will be represented. The participants will have time
prior to the start of the event to take a look at all the items. Every minute after the event starts, a
participant's ticket will be drawn allowing that individual one minute to select a piece of art. If you
can't make your mind up in a minute, you'll be joined by another lucky ticket winner. Sounds like a
good deal of fun while helping a very successful and well-received program continue its success.
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Getting involved

Interested in learning more about the Bridges Out of Poverty program or want to be involved? There
are lots of opportunities: child care during the Getting Ahead Classes and the follow-up meetings, join
the steering committee to help with the organizational process, your group could donate dinner one
night for the class, mentoring graduates or even help by sponsoring a family partially or in total
through the program. There is always someplace to be involved.

If you are interested in having your business, school group or class or organization participate in the
quarters project or for more information about the Give Poverty the Boot Thru the Arts events or if
you would just like to get involved, call Arthur Piancone at Pocono Alliance at 570-517-3986 or email
him at apiancone@monroecountypa.gov. We can each make a big difference.

Pocono Alliance gets creative in helping impoverished families | Pocono... http://www.poconorecord.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20130802/...

2 of 2 8/5/2013 12:45 PM


